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Mrs H’s Update

#elmtreefamily

Update No 1 - September 2025
Well, what a brilliant start to the new school year!

Everyone is settled in - busy working, making new friends and
connecting with old ones too. It has been Art week this week - we
know the children love it so we thought we would start the term
with it but that is not all we have done.

Our wonderful new reception pupils have settled in, have been having lots of fun
both inside and out! I have nearly learnt all their names - I test myself every day
when [ am with them having lunch.

. Keep your eyes peeled
for their photo to be in
the Lowestoft Journal
| soon.

In Year 1 we have been cracking on with maths and Art!

The children have been using manipulatives to
s lookatthe composition of numbers to 20. They
N -5; have been making numbers and learning ¥

». about odd and even. '

. Using inspiration from the story 'The Storm
 Whale', they used wax/oil crayons to make !
marks that they had practised in their first '
lesson to replicate a stormy scene. They
overlaid their marks with blue, white and
black paint and enjoyed watching how their wax/oil crayon marks
resisted the paint.
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In Year 2, Miss Laws’ class made their own
scratchboards on Monday, and after looking at
some artwork by Beth Krommes they had a go
at creating their own picture by scratching off
the paint to reveal the colourful backgrounds
underneath.

During Art week this week, Year 3 have been exploring exciting techniques
inspired by Vincent van Gogh. They experimented with tints by adding white to
blue paint. They also learned new ways of working with paint,
including tonking (removing paint for interesting textures), sgraffito (scratching
into wet paint to reveal layers beneath), and impasto (painting thickly to build
texture). These techniques will help them to create bold, expressive artworks just
like Van Gogh!

Year 4 pupils have been really busy - English, Art
and Music!!

In English, the children have written and performed
a script for stormy weather reports as part of their
work on The Whale.

In art they have been exploring how to draw still life.
We drew a composition of objects and later, thought
about shading with different materials.
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Music in Year 4 starts with a new musical instrument. On Friday the children were
learning the parts of the ukulele and how to hold them correctly. Keep your eyes
peeled for the forms to allow the children to bring them home.

In Year 5 they launched their PSHE curriculum with a lesson
called Collaboration Challenge. They had to work together to
build the tallest tower possible using only six sheets of newspaper ™%
and sticky tape.

In reading, Year 5 were exploring characters’ feelings in their ==
class reader ‘The Nowhere Emporium'.

Year 6 launched their Gothic fiction English unit with a drama
session in the hall, where they took part in a ‘conscience alley’
activity, whispering eerie, atmospheric vocabulary and feelings to
a solo pupil walking down the alley to immerse them in the
| language of Gothic writing.
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In PSHE, the Year 6 children worked collaboratively to design and build bridges,
an activity that not only encouraged creativity but also required them to listen
carefully to one another, share ideas, and solve problems together; through this
process they strengthened important life skills such as teamwork,
communication, resilience and cooperation, while also experiencing the value of
supporting and encouraging each other to achieve a shared goal.

As a school we also had a visit from all the headteachers of the schools within our
Trust and the central team. We took them on a tour of our wonderful school and
everyone was so impressed with our pupils. They commented on their politeness,
their attitude to learning, confidence and relationships with each other and the
whole school team.

Somebody recently asked us what is our Unique Selling Point (USP). It wasn’t a
difficult question to find an answer to. It was, and always will be, FAMILY. We are
proud of our ‘family’ approach - working together, striving for excellence, caring
for and supporting each other. #elmtreefamily is not just our hashtag but it is
the heart of everything we do. I am proud to be part of the ElIm Tree family and I
hope that you are too.

#elmtreefamily

Mrs H
X



